Indiana Commission on Hispanic/L atino Affairs
Commission Meeting Minutes
Indiana Gover nment Center South
Conference Room 12
1/31/07

Commissioner s Present:

Manuel Gonzalez - Senate Lay Member, CommissionrCha

Frances Vega - Senate Lay Member, Commission Vi&iC

Carolin Requiz - Designee, Indiana Department dailthe

Alfonso Vidal - Governor Appointee

Adolfo Solis - House Lay Member

Christine Cde Baca - Indiana Civil Rights CommigsiBroxy

Angel Velez-Designee - Indiana Department of Cdinec

Rita Cano - House Lay Member

Dr. Mary llu Altman - Senate Lay Member

Juana Watson - Senate Lay Member

Marisa Aguilar - Designee, Indiana Department ofiéadion

Josh Richardson - Indiana Department of Workforegdlopment, Proxy
Sid Norton - Designee, Indiana Family and Sociavi8es Administration
Virgil Madden - Proxy for Lieutenant Governor

Staff:
Amy Mendoza, Executive Director
Laura Barrett, Staff

I Call to Order
Chair Gonzalez brought the Commission meeting deror

A. Establish Quorum
A quorum of 14 commissioners was established thieng the meeting.
Chair Gonzalez requested that all Commissionengigec brief introduction of themselves.

1. Commission Business

A. Annual Report Update
Chair Gonzalez asked Director Mendoza to presenfitinual Report Update.

Director Mendoza explained that the Commission Hiee Committee and Staff has been
meeting with State Legislators and Senators, askabg relationships and requesting more
information while highlighting the Commission’s 2B2005 Report of Findings &
Recommendations. The Committees have already tbthar reports, as there will be four
Committee reports distributed. Director Mendozdest that there has not been much response
from the Research Committee. Therefore, the $taffs to re-send the Committee reports to the
Research Committee once again for their reviewagouioval. Director Mendoza explained that
the staff needs to take their time in reviewing aathpleting these important reports. The
reports should not be rushed, as there is edigegled. Director Mendoza mentioned that the
Committee reports will be ready by the next Cominissneeting for their review. She explained
that there has excellent data compiled and inclinlétoe reports. Director Mendoza also plans
to include an administrative report based on tladf &hd Executive Director activities. These
reports will be completed in time for the next Coission meeting.



Chair Gonzalez asked if anyone had any questioregards to the Committee reports or their
responsibilities as a Commissioner. He explaihetlthe Committee reports will become more
important. Chair Gonzalez also commented thatdioreMendoza has been very assertive this
past year in giving responsibilities and gettingdéeedback from agencies. He stated that the
Department of Correction Commissioner Donahue wasnae example of providing the
Commission with good feedback about the needs gfpadiics/Latinos.

Chair Gonzalez asked Vice Chair Vega to discusddneary 20, 2007 Retreat, as he was unable
to attend.

B. Retreat Report / 2007 Legidative Review
Vice Chair Vega thanked those Commissioners whe weattendance for the most recent
Commission Retreat. She mentioned that the Retpestker was dynamic and pulled everyone
together to rationalize what is needed and expdobadthe role as a Commissioner. Vice Chair
Vega also thanked Director Mendoza and her staffhieir preparation with the Retreat.

Director Mendoza asked all Commissioners to proindght about the Retreat and their
expectations for the year 2007.

Commissioner Solis enjoyed how the speaker higtdidjleach Commissioner’s goal and
responsibility, as the Commission represents agtrgrowing community that has too many
challenges. Commissioner Solis reiterated how €hmissioner has the expertise for each
area.

Vice Chair Vega said that she would like to seellad up on the Retreat. She explained that it
does not have to happen the day of the Retrebgrratlater date. She suggested that the Staff
might include a packet of information that expldine Commission’s mission, goal, bylaws,
ethics training, Commissioner contact lists andvighaequired.

Director Mendoza plans to work on the restructyrieah, however the Commissioners must first
review the plan before it is voted on. She ackeaolgkd that there was a lot of work that did
come from suggestions and important materials. pkires to review the Commission’s plan that
was developed at the Retreat disseminate the iatiwmto all Commissioners within the near
future. Director Mendoza also stated that the fildWCommissioners and the code for elections
was also discussed at the Retreat. She reminde@dimmission that there may be new
appointments to the Commission from appointing awties soon. The formation of a
Legislative Committee was also discussed at theeRiet This Committee would review the
policies and pursue the necessary changes to tmeni3sion’s code, as they must be changed
through legislation. Director Mendoza also ackremiged that she does meet with new
Commissioners and provides them with the necessatgrials such as the Commission’s code.
She reiterated how important it is to share rele@ommission information with all new
Commissioners.

Commissioner Requiz agreed that the speaker waseffective. She expressed her concerns
about the Commission. She said that many peoptettethink that the Commission is the
Governor's Commission. She said that the Commidsamthree tasks: Commissioners must
know what each member needs to do in their positiGommissioners need to work toward their
tasks and define them and Commissioners should things to the table by attending
Commission meetings. Commissioner Requiz saidSkagator Wyss has a clear goal. The goal
is to inform the government. She expressed thersetmust know what the Commission is



doing. She suggested that the Commission might teaset up a Committee to talk to these
governmental individuals.

Chair Gonzalez advised Commissioners to review theeminutes from the previous
Commission meeting, as the Commission has beencemsistent in addressing the goals. The
Commission must communicate them to the agencyshélael Speaker of the House, the
Governor’s Office and etc. entities.

Virgil Madden from the Office of the Lt. Governartioduced himself as the Special Assistant of
Minority Affairs. He also introduced his colleaguéhris Crabtree, who is also a Policy Advisor
for the Lt. Governor.

Chair Gonzalez thanked Virgil Madden and acknowdetligow supportive he has become with
the Commission.

Chair Gonzalez revisited Commissioner Requiz’ eariemarks and stated that he would like to
make it known that the Commission has been doisgthat (meeting with governmental
entities). He felt that the best result was thmdr that was hosted with the Lt. Governor. The
Commission has never before presented committeetrepdates to legislators in this fashion.
Chair Gonzalez assured Commissioners that comméjests will become more and more
important. Chair Gonzalez said that the Commisplans to host another year end report and
dinner celebration. He would like to anticipateearen larger number of legislators in attendance
for the 2007 dinner event. Chair Gonzalez alstedtthat Speaker Bauer is eager to read the
Commission’s report. Speaker Bauer had mentionddaease in budget with the Department
of Education for ESL assistance. Speaker Baudaigyga how the Commission can insert some
kind of language to insert a budget increase fdr.EShair Gonzalez said that the Commission
has been discussing this very issue within theféagtyears especially.

Director Mendoza stated that this budget incre@smudsion for ESL assistance just happened
recently with Speaker Bauer, however the DepartrokBducation has been very proactive over
last few years.

Chair Gonzalez reassured the Commissioners howrtanggat has been for the Commission to
meet with committees and state agencies and refagdback. All of this information has been
successfully documented in the Commission’s AnRegdorts. Chair Gonzalez reiterated how
the Governor appreciates metrics. Therefore, thrar@ission has asked Commissioner Norton to
use his business expertise and background to eutlisnCommission’s progress and future goals.

Director Mendoza explained how there has been googress already, as the Commission
continues to report on various issues of importariige reminded the Commissioners that the
Commission voted in favor of having the Chair an@&utive Director meet with all state
directors and legislators. Since the last Commisgieeting, Director Mendoza has already met
with at several legislators, including the appeoigtauthorities. Director Mendoza explained how
the Commission needs to think of new and creatiagswto show the progress, as the work is
being done.

Commissioner Requiz said that Commissioners nekddw what the Executive Committee is
doing. She asked that they include a packet shatitten down to be clear.



Chair Gonzalez agreed with Commissioner Requizdmauoendation. He asked that all
Commissioners read the minutes carefully, as thewxsacellent and always very detailed. He
said, “Read and you will hear what we are doing.”

Vice Chair Vega added that all of the Commissionerse made aware that the Commission will
be presenting the report very soon. This will laeifted if the Commission decides to go with
terms.

Commissioner Requiz asked that the Commissioneetggpolicies. She would like to see this
happen.

Director Mendoza explained how the Legislative Cattea (suggested at the Retreat) will be
very important in deciding new Commission policaslysis. She encouraged Commissioners
to officially form a Legislative Committee sometireeon. She recommended a presentation at
the next Commission meeting. Director Mendoza adad for the Commission to think about
potential individuals with expertise to sit on tdemmittee. She asked recommended that the
Commission might want to seek outside assistande &sia legal council.

Director Mendoza reiterated the excellent messagegyed by the Retreat’s guest speaker. She
explained how every board goes through stagesthenspeaker emphasized everyone’s
strengths. The speaker reminded Commissionerd'thabout “them, not you.” This message
was reinforced many times at the Retreat. Persageidas were continually encouraged to be
left behind. Director Mendoza said that it is okayCommissioners to disagree and not take
things personally.

Commissioner Cde Baca said that the speaker wasrdgnas he gave the commissioners
something to take away to each others’ respeative.j The speaker studied everyone in the
room and took something from that person in ordeaigage in a conversation with them. She
explained that the speaker brought each commissioriee moment and actually listened to
what each other had to say. She said that cononiss need to come to the meetings and really
listen to each other.

Director Mendoza outlined the committee goals dwedvway to tackle them through committee
work. The commissioners discussed the ways ofgditiis and the frequency of meetings. The
Commission must discuss when the Commissionersweiéit, what time and how often.
Director Mendoza mentioned that she felt that th&¢at was very positive.

Commissioner Aguilar asked if there will be a sumyraf the Retreat.

Director Mendoza assured the Commissioners thgtwhlebe receiving an outline of the Retreat
soon.

Chair Gonzalez asked for further commentary ondtgsussion.

1. New Business

A. Election of 2007 Commission Officers
Chair Gonzalez moved the discussion to the electi@@ommission Officers. He announced his
resignation effective immediately, as he has aeckpther responsibilities with a new
foundation. Chair Gonzalez said that he is wgllio help with any future projects, funding
and/or grant proposal requests.



Director Mendoza thanked Chair Gonzalez for higiserand his tremendous help with the
Commission and its Executive Committee.

Director Mendoza announced the commencement di@hsc She explained that the
Commission’s code requires that elections be hetldeafirst meeting of each year. She plans to
describe the positions and what they entail.

Director Mendoza explained the duties of the Chaithe following: Preside at all meetings of
the Commission (including keeping time during meggiand making sure they run on schedule),
appoint committees and committee chairpersonsrgiggemeeting activities of the Commission,
designate Commission meetings and assign topissidy for the Commission and/or
subcommittees.

Director Mendoza said that the following Commisgimwere nominated for the position of
Commission Chair: Alfonso Vidal and Frances Ve§he stated that the floor was currently
open for any other nominations for the positiot€ommission Chair. There were no additional
nominations for the position of Commission Chair.

Director Mendoza asked for those in favor of Frangega for the position of Commission Chair
to please raise all hands. Director Mendoza acleuyed 4 votes in favor of Frances Vega for
the position of Commission Chair.

Director Mendoza asked for those in favor of Alfon&ddal serving as the Commission Chair to
please raise all hands. Director Mendoza acknaydédhat there were 7 votes in favor of
Alfonso Vida for the position of Commission Chair.

Director Mendoza announced Alfonso Vidal as the @amnmission Chair.

Director Mendoza and Chair Gonzalez congratulatéon&o Vidal and moved onto the
nomination of Vice Chair. She explained the dutitthe Vice Chair. If the Chair is not present,
the Vice Chair shall discharge all the usual funtgiof the Chair.

Director Mendoza stated that the following Comnussirs have been nominated for the position
as Commission Vice Chair: Frances Vega and Marpaltman. She asked for other
nominations at this time. There were no additiormhinations.

Director Mendoza asked for those in favor of Frar¢ega serving as the Commission Vice
Chair to please raise their hands. Frances Vagaved 6 votes for the position of Commission
Vice Chair.

Director Mendoza asked for those in favor of MdayAltman as the Commission Vice Chair to
please raise their hands. Mary llu Altman receiveates for the position of Commission Vice
Chair.

Director Mendoza announced Frances Vega as theCoewnission Vice Chair.
Director Mendoza discussed the following as dutie€ommission Secretary: Keep a record of

all proceedings of the Commission and the Execufiommittee meetings, perform duties as
designated by the Chair and record all CommissimhExecutive Committee minutes. Director



Mendoza said that Christine Cde Baca was the amynmminated for the position as
Commission Secretary. She opened the floor foitiaddl nominations.

Director Mendoza acknowledged that Christine seagegroxy for Commissioner Scott, however
last year, former Commission Chair, Aguilera, appsi her to serve as the Chair of the
Education Committee. Director Mendoza plans teaesh this issue to make certain that
Christine Cde Baca is permitted to serve on theitkee Committee as Commission Secretary.
Director Mendoza said that the Commission will moave forward if there is not any objection.

Director Mendoza asked for those in favor of CimestCde Baca serving as Commission
Secretary to please raise all hands. ChristineBaaa received a unanimous decision of 11
votes to serve as the Commission Secretary.

Director Mendoza read the following duties of Cormsibn Treasurer: Chair the Commission’s
Budget Committee, work with the Department of Worke Development to furnish the
Commission with a record of all monetary transadiof the Commission’s budget and record all
donations and special gifts related to the Commissispecial account for gifts and donations.

Director Mendoza said that she works with the Tuearsquite often, as this position will require
specific expertise. Director Mendoza acknowledipad Carolin Requiz was the only nomination
to serve in the position of Commission Treasufne opened the floor for additional
nominations.

Director Mendoza asked for all those in favor far@in Requiz serving as Commission
Treasurer to please signify their vote by raishafd. Carolin Requiz received 9 votes.

Director Mendoza acknowledged Carolin Requiz asithe Commission Treasurer.

Director Mendoza confirmed all new Executive Conte@tmembers by reading the following
names aloud: Alfonso Vida, Commission Chair; Femn¢ega, Commission Vice Chalir;
Christine Cde Baca, Commission Secretary; Carafigu®z, Commission Treasurer. Director
Mendoza congratulated all new Executive Committeenivers.

Chair Gonzalez also congratulated all new Execu@igmmittee members and acknowledged
that 2007 is just getting started with the new &xalip.

Chair Gonzalez moved the discussion onto calenmandmations for 2007.

B. Calendar Coordination for 2007
Director Mendoza acknowledged previous discussabrise commission’s retreat and meetings
regarding the frequency of commission meetingsné&ocommissioners were in favor of meeting
every month while others were in favor of meetingrg other month. She recommended that the
Commission vote on this idea today.

Chair Gonzalez asked for the opinion of the new @dsgion Chair.

Newly appointed Chairman, Alfonso Vidal said tha tommittees work will become more
important as the Commission moves forward. The @@sion should be a review over what
committees are doing. He asked that the Commi¢sane more time for committee work, as the
effort will always be there. Commissioner Vidaggested that the Commission focus more on
the committee level.



Director Mendoza discussed meeting every other imantl having regional meetings for the
Executive Committee in different parts of the stheg are not required.

Chair Gonzalez said that he will honor Commissiofieial’'s recommendation, as the committee
reports are important. Many commissioners do anteson committees because the current
frequency of commission meetings deter them froingieo. Chair Gonzalez asked that the
Commission vote on this idea, and he acknowledpasl @ good recommendation.

Director Mendoza suggested that the Commission motide frequency of Commission
meetings.

Chair Gonzalez stated how there is a motion onabie to set the 2007 schedule as having 6
Commission meetings. This would allow the commaitteore ability to meet on a bimonthly
basis. Chair Gonzalez asked for all those in fawqriease raise their hand. The vote was
unanimous consisting of 11 votes.

Director Mendoza asked when the Commission wolkltbo meet with local officials, as the
revised Retreat plan is not yet completed.

Commissioner Norton asked that the Committee mgetiregin as early as February 2007.

Commissioner Vidal asked that the Committees vaaitie Committee Chairs to be appointed
once the new Commission member appointments haue cmmpleted.

Commissioner Solis asked about regional meetinddfaeir frequency. He asked that the
Commission vote on holding regional Executive nregi

A motion was made by Commissioner Solis and seabbgeCommissioner Vidal to hold
regional meetings during off months of Commissiaetmgs.

Director Mendoza asked for clarification of the jgab and objectives of the regional meetings.
She asked who will decide on what is discussedndr@will be invited. Director Mendoza
asked for direction and recommendations from the@ission.

Commissioner Vidal explained how the Commissiordsde get closer to other regions
throughout the State. He said that one part ofiteeting should be listening to the concerns.
This might be somewhat difficult since not everyomight understand what the Commission
does as a whole.

Commissioner Solis reminded commissioners that conities face different challenges.

Chair Gonzalez said that some of the legislatia@omemended during this session appears very
negative toward immigrants. He also mentioned hwamy legislators have heard their
constituents saying, “They are speaking Spanignefore they must be illegal.” Chair Gonzalez
asked that the public forum meetings include l¢éegislators as hosts. He recommended that the
Commission be assertive in making sure that thetedeofficials are present, as this would be
most effective. Chair Gonzalez stressed how theecbmformation should be shared with
everyone, not simply the Latino population.



Commissioner Altman proposed that public forum rimgstbe optional for commissioners, as it
is very difficult to attend in other regions.

Virgil Madden explained how the Commission can mieetmuch. The Commission needs to be
cautious and plan accordingly so that the purpbsach meeting will be served. He said, “if
only the Chairman and certain people show up...whtdie message?” Virgil Madden suggested
that the Commission reach out to others.

Commissioner Altman said that the Commission culydras an excellent model. She felt that it
would be unfair to have all Commissioners atteralflirum was at 6:00pm. Commissioner
Altman explained that there were two Commissiopeesent, including the Director at the 2005
Lafayette forum. She would like the freedom toad®what forums to attend. However, she
encouraged Commissioners to attend if they cahdre to invest in it.

Director Mendoza asked if the Commission would tikeefer the forum details in terms of
locations and invitations to a special Committee.

Commissioner Altman reiterated how important ficiseveryone to come together at a meeting
and share ideas.

Vice Chair Vega explained how there will only benBetings. She encouraged Commissioners
from the targeted regions to attend any forum meseti Vice Chair Vega said, “We can have
overkill at the same time.” She would like to §e¢h the Executive Director and the Executive
Committee come together in regards to possiblenfdrasts, locations and agendas. Vice Chair
Vega said that those Commissioners in the targetgidns need to be identified.

Chair Gonzalez agreed that the Executive Comnstteeld decide on the final
recommendations. The target audience must alstchaled.

Chair Gonzalez said that the motion is off thegatifhe Commission plans to go a different
route.

Director Mendoza referred further discussion omfomeetings to the Executive Committee.
Chair Gonzalez stated that the legislative revietihe last item on the agenda.

Chair Gonzalez also confirmed that the Commisslangto meet the last Wednesday of every
other month. The details of these meetings willdferred to the Executive Committee. Chair
Gonzalez acknowledged that the new Chair, Alfongtal has a great distance to travel from
Evansville.

C. 2007 Legidative Review
Director Mendoza said that a lot of work has beemedto monitor bills and legislation. She
presented the three bills that she has recentigwed which included House Bill No. 1129,
House Bill No. 1253 and House Bill No. 1283.

Director Mendoza discussed how there is a lotteinéibn on the cigarette tax, full day
kindergarten, eliminating sales tax on text boald for kids and etc.



Director Mendoza stated that House Bill No. 1128lslevith the open door law and might affect
how the Commission meets. It has additional violet if a meeting occurs without a quorum.
This bill has not bee assigned to a Committee. &88ked Commissioners to please review over
this bill for their thoughts.

Director Mendoza commented on House Bill No. 1258 laow it deals with Social Security
member violations for employers who hire individdiak undocumented workers. The status of
this bill has been assigned to the Rules and Lagisl Proceedings Committee.

Director Mendoza stated that House Bill No. 128®lwes restricting public assistance for illegal
aliens. The Commission has been concerned abatttiv definition of an illegal alien entails
and how the people appear to be. This bill is amga hearing in the Veterans Affairs and
Public Safety Committee.

Commissioner Watson mentioned how there are 4 dilieiin the House and 3 in the Senate that
are of interest to the Latino population. Représt@re Mike Murphy drafted a bill in regards to
driver’s licenses for temporary resident aliense Said that he is working with her office to
include an amendment. Commissioner Watson plassrid all Commissioners these four bills.

Director Mendoza said that the Commission alrea@ay Representative Murphy the Driver’s
License report. He plans to make recommendatioms the Commission’s report.

Commissioner Watson explained how many individwadle are documented have
husbands/wives that came along who cannot drivausecthey do not have a social security
number. She said that bill 1523 will make it seeinational students can drive without a social
security number. Commissioner Watson plans to semdrafted bill to all Commissioners.

Director Mendoza informed Commissioner Watson Bikt1523 was the Commission’s
recommendation. She is pleased to see that tosm@endation is moving along.

Commissioner Cde Baca said that House Bill 1194e01s this Commission. It proposes that a
Commission of Disproportionality in Youth Servidas created. Commissioner Cde Baca
acknowledged that if passed, this legislation imtlude an appointment from the Commission.

Director Mendoza explained how the previous sessias very intense and included a lot of
immigration-related legislation.

Chair Gonzalez asked for the audience membergrtdince themselves. The following
individuals were present:

Audience:

Ruby Fleming- Latino Coalition Against Domestic \énce

Diego Morales- Office of Rural Affairs

Morella Dominguez-Indiana Minority Health Coalition

Ivan Hernandez — Regional Comision on Hispanicficaf\ffaire Lafayette, IN

Chris Crabtree - Office of Lt. Governor

Juan Gonzalez - Community Volunteer

IV. Adjournment
Chair Gonzalez adjourned the Commission meetimgatoximately 11:09am.



